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heard nothing talked of hut the most extreme misery; this
increase saddened him in a manner so evident, that his valets
perceived it several days running, and were so disturbed at it,
that Mar6chal (who related all this curious anecdote to me)
made bold to speak to the King upon this sadness, fearing for
his health. The King avowed to him that he felt infinite
trouble, and threw himself vaguely upon the state of affairs.
Eight or ten days after (during which he continued to feel tlie
same melancholy), the King regained his usual calmness, and
called Marechal to explain the cause of his trouble.

The King related to Marshal that the extremity of his affairs
had forced him to put on furious imposts; that setting aside
compassion, scruples had much tormented him for taking thus
the wealth of his subjects; that at last he had unbosomed him-
self to the Pere Tellier, who had asked for a few days to think
upon the matter, and that he had returned after having had a
consultation with some of the most skilful doctors of the Sor-
bonne, who had decided that all the wealth of his subjects wa&
his, and that when he took it he only took what belonged to
him! The King added, that this decision had taken away all his
scruples, and had restored to him the calm and tranquillity lie
had lost. Marechal was so astonished, so bewildered to hear
this recital, that he could not offer one word. Happily for him,
the King quitted him almost immediately, and Marechal re-
mained some time in the same place, scarcely knowing where
he was.*

After the King had been thus satisfied by his confessor, no
time was lost in establishing the tax. On Tuesday, the 30th
of September, Desmarets entered the Finance Council with the
necessary edict in his bag.

For some days everybody had known of this bomb-shell in

* The consultation related in the text is of course only astonishing from
the clear manner in which the monarchical theory is propounded, and from
the semi-hypocritical conduct of the King. Imagine a royal personage
having scruples at such an age, and under such circumstances 1 It is
interesting to compare this anecdote with the invectives of Estienne de la
Boetie, who accuses monarchy of this very assumption that all property-
belongs to it.